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After which he tells us how the valiant lions of war, as he
calls the Turkish recruiting officers, came and spread them-
selves among the mountains; and how fire, that is sorrow,
proved to be the rising-point of radiancy, that is his fame,
or his conversion to Islam; the champions, he says, bore
him off from his mountains as a precious stone is carried
away from among the rocks.

The youthful Albanian was of course conveyed to Con-
stantinople, and duly entered in the corps of GAjemi Oghlans,
that is of the young conscripts who were being trained to
recruit the ranks of the janissaries and sipahis. Here he dis-
played so much ability that he received a liberal education
as a Turkish gentleman over and above the usual military
and religious instruction accorded to youths in his position.
His master, Shihab-ud-Din, the Secretary of the Janissaries,
was, we are told, able to get him relieved from many routine
duties, so that he might have the more time to devote to
his literary pursuits.

Yahya soon justified the exceptional treatment he had
received, and, making his mark by certain qasidas and other
poems, was admitted to the literary circle which gathered
round Ibn Kemal, Jacfer Chelebi, and Qadri Efendi. Later
on he was on similar terms with Ibrahim Pasha and Iskender
Chelebi, the two great patrons of letters during the earlier
part of Suleyman's reign.

Yahya was, as we have already seen, constantly hostile
to the poet Khayali Bey of whose court favour he was
jealous. On the occasion of one of his Persian campaigns,
he presented Sultan Suleyman with a qasida in which he
gave full rein to his hatred of his rival. This qasida came
to the knowledge of Rustem Pasha who was then Grand
Vezir, and was an enemy to all poets; the abuse of Khayali
pleased this minister, and he conferred upon Yahya Bey,